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Elevated arsenic levels found in Hinckley-Big Rock Middle School 
water supply 

 
The Kane County Health Department is reporting that elevated arsenic levels have been 
found in the water supply of Hinckley-Big Rock Middle School. Laboratory results from 
three separate tests found arsenic at concentrations greater than government standards for 
drinking water. As soon as these results became known, the district began working with 
the health department to address the issue. 
 
“The school district is providing bottled water to all students and visitors; they have 
covered drinking fountains in the school and are using bottled water in the kitchen for 
cooking,” said Health Department Executive Director Paul Kuehnert. “The district is also 
in the process of purchasing and installing upgraded filters in order to effectively 
eliminate the arsenic in the drinking water. The district has done an excellent job 
protecting students and staff.” 
 
The three tests from Hinckley-Big Rock Middle School showed that the level of arsenic 
was 11 parts per billion, 15 ppb and 39 ppb. The government standard is 10 ppb.  
 
Based on the detection of arsenic in the school water supply, the Health Department will 
be conducting additional testing of the following non-community well sites in Big Rock 
(Crossroads Church, Big Rock Mini Mart, Plow Match, Country Café, and the Hinckley 
Big Rock Middle School) The results of this testing should be available in approximately 
three weeks. Once the results of these tests are known, recommendations for the testing 
of residential wells will be made.  
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The Kane County Health Department is working with the Hinckley-Big Rock School 
District, Village of Big Rock, DeKalb County Health Department, and the Illinois 
Department of Public Health to address the issue and reduce the level of arsenic in the 
drinking water to meet the standard of less than 10 ppb.  
 
Arsenic is a metal-like substance found in small amounts in nature. In January 2001 the 
EPA adopted a new standard for arsenic in drinking water at 10 ppb, replacing the old 
standard of 50 ppb. Systems were required to comply with the new standard by January 
2006. People who drink water containing arsenic in excess of the drinking water standard 
over many years could experience skin changes, circulation problems and an increased 
risk of bladder, liver, lung, and skin cancer. 
 
Arsenic Facts: 

•  Mineral deposits in Illinois in some areas contain high levels of arsenic. 
• Arsenic in groundwater also may be the result of contamination caused by 

hazardous waste or industries that make or use arsenic.  
• Arsenic has no smell or taste. 
• If elevated levels of arsenic are found in your well, it is recommended that you 

stop using your water for drinking and preparing food, and consult your local 
health department regarding water treatment options. 

• You can continue to use your well water for bathing and washing clothes without 
concern. 

• Most foods including vegetables, fish, and seafood contain some arsenic. 
 
More information about arsenic is available by calling the Kane County Health 
Department at (630) 208-3801, or the DeKalb County Health Department at (815) 758-
6673 and asking for the Environmental Health program. Information can also be found on 
the Illinois Department of Public Health Web site at 
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/arsenicwater.htm , or the Environmental 
Protection Agency website at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/arsenic/index.html. 
 

# # # 
 
 
 
 

http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/arsenicwater.htm
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/arsenic/index.html

